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LOCATED IN ONE OF SYDNEY’S STRICTEST CONSERVATION ZONES THIS

DWELLING WEARS A MANDATORY FEDERATION EXPRESSION.
BUT BEHIND ITS FINE HERITAGE FACADE, AN INNOVATIVE EXTENSION
BY KENNEDY ASSOCIATES ARCHITECTS USHERS IN A NEW ERA.
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HOUSES FROM THE FEDERATION ERA ARE typically sturdy brick
villas with generous proportions and loads of character, and for the sake of
our heritage they are well worth keeping. This example is located in Sydney's
Haberfield, a strictly monitored conservation zone where some of Australia’s
finest examples of Federation architecture have been spared the exertions of
developers.

In areas such as Haberfield, the architect must work within a series of
stringent controls. Roof shape, roof height, external materials, colours,
landscaping and site coverage — all are governed by strict rules.

Kennedy Associates have skillfully manoeuvred within these constraints to
create a light, open environment for living and working. The house, as found,
was a maze of rooms and corridors divided into two dwellings with no






garden. The clients wanted this tangled clutter returned to a single unit. They
envisaged a light-filled, contemporary house with garden, entertaining arcas,
and studies for both owners — one of whom also required a sculpture studio.

The new design follows the bones of the existing building — the roof line,
materials and proportions are all emulated — but the spatial configuration is
entirely new. The muddled accumulation of cellular rooms has been trans-
formed into a simple sequence of spaces hanging off a subtly defined central
spine. The Federation front remains unchanged, but the house now opens
progressively as one moves along the spine, through the new living areas,
onto the deck, and then into the garden court. The brick studio, located in
the old stable on the far side of the garden, acts as a mass wall, ending the
sequence, and containing the garden space. The garden rotates the primary
axis, focussing on a Jacaranda tree, with views to the east, bevond.

The entire site operates as a carefully planned whole, with the garden and
deck articulated as outdoor rooms. The living and dining areas open up to
these spaces via a bank of fully glazed, timber doors. The deck cuts into the
body of the house allowing a fluid transition between inside and outside.
Indeed, the house almost dissolves into the garden court, vet the geometries
remain precise and the spaces are clearly defined. On its western edge a brick
wall and pergola enclose the garden, and connect the studio with the main
house and deck. Centred within these concentric layers of building, pergola
and pavers is a precise grass square — the garden proper.

The additions and alterations are simple and crisp. The rear elevation
deftly reinterprets the Federation style in a newer, cleaner, language. The
pergola contains the deck within the framework of the house, while the roof
structure projects into the garden. These same lines are pulled into the
interior via the timber trusses of the kitchen and dining areas. At one end, the
trusses rest on freestanding recycled blackbutt posts, independent of the
glazed wall. The skeletal structure remains distinct.

The architects are justifiably proud of the Council’s heritage consultant’s
praise of this design as an “effortless integration of old and new, without any
recourse to imitation or pastiche”. ge
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PREVIOUS PAGES, LEFT:
Looking across the garden
court to the new living areas.
RIGHT: The deck cuts into
the body of the house.
OPPOSITE PAGE: Large
banks of doors open to the
deck and garden court from
the dining room.

THIS PAGE: The spatial
sequence from the kitchen,
through the dining room and
garden court, to the studio.
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